Greencard Lottery Class Action – Press Release
Los Angeles, CA, Tuesday June 28, 2011

· Injunction Motion Filed – Requesting Accelerated Court Hearing
· Interim judgment sought AHEAD of planned July 15 Drawing
· Motion for Class Certification Filed
An Injunction request has today been filed in support of the Class Action lawsuit being brought against the State Department, with respect to its handling of the 2012 greencard lottery.  
Attorney Kenneth White of White and Associates says of the injunction – “This is a necessary and meaningful step, in which we seek to dramatically accelerate the hearing of our arguments in court.  It deals with the State Department plans to hold a second lottery on July 15.  We need to ensure that the interests of the Class of 22,000 are protected going forward and this accelerated hearing will preserve the possibility of justice being done.”
In addition to the Injunction request, a motion for class certification was filed with the Court.  The motion requests the Court to allow the 22,000 individuals affected to join with the 36 named plaintiffs in asserting their rights in the lawsuit.
Background

A Class Action lawsuit was filed against the State Department on June 16, 2011 seeking to reinstate a commitment first made, then broken, to 22,000 would-be legal and rule-abiding immigrants to the United States.  The blunder, for which fault is already admitted by the State Department, saw 22,000 individuals who were proceeding down a legal route to immigrate to the United States, have their applications cancelled.  The State Department’s preferred approach to handling its error is to entirely disregard the in-writing commitment it made to Class members, and hold a new drawing on July 15.
Injunction Details
Should the State Department be unrestrained and go forward in running the second drawing in the way it plans, it would be irreparably harming the interests of the class of 22,000.  By pressing on with its plan to allocate the available visas to an entirely new set of winners ahead of the outcome of the class action lawsuit, this could render any favorable verdict for the plaintiffs meaningless – and result in a travesty of justice.       
To prevent this, a request for a preliminary injunction has been filed, which petitions the court to weigh two potential outcomes to preserve the plaintiffs’ interests: 1) allow the July 15 drawing to proceed, only with safeguards to protect the plaintiffs’ rank order; or 2) reinstate the original results for all selectees.  The goal of this request is to immediately re-commence the processing of visa and adjustment of status applications for those who have already been recognized and selected in the Lottery.  
Stuart McBrien, who is a plaintiff in the lawsuit, comments:  “The injunction is the only fair way to move forward. Without it all the available visas will be allocated by the time our court case is heard – so even if we win, it will be pointless for me and thousands of others.  This is the only way that justice can be done.”  
Appendix - Key Questions and Answers
1.  Why is this matter so urgent?
Regardless of any second drawing, it is essential that the State Department allow processing of applications for all those who have “won” the green card lottery as soon as possible.  Despite a congressional mandate, the State Department has failed to issue the full allocation of 50,000 diversity visas for almost every year in the past 5 years.  Therefore, timely processing is a critical factor, and it is important that:
· Processing of applications for all winners begins as soon as possible

· The class of 22,000 is not disadvantaged by being sidelined until after the lawsuit is decided before being allowed to start processing their applications – as this would likely result in some or all not making it through processing by the closing deadline

· The class of 22,000 should not be disadvantaged by being put “to the back of the line” as a result of any part of a potential re-drawing
2.  Are White and Associates in a position to litigate this lawsuit early?
Yes.  White and Associates would like to participate in an early hearing on this matter, to allow all those impacted to move forward with the green card lottery process with clarity and certainty. 
Further Case Information:  White & Associates maintains a blog on the ongoing litigation at blog.visarefusal.com  Mr. White can be reached at 818-730-3540 and white@bridgewest.com
